Adventures of a Mountain Man:

The Narrative of Zenas Leonard

NARRATIVE

Of the adventures of a company of 70 men, who left . Louis in the Spring of 1831, on an
expedition to the Rocky Mountains, for the purpose of trapping for Furs, and trading with the
Indians, by one of the company, Mr. ZENAS LEONARD, of Clearfield county, Pa. - comprising a
minute description of theincidents of the adventure, and a valuabl e history of thisimmenseterritory
- nhot from maps and charts, but from personal observation.

The Company under the command of Capt's. Gant and Blackwell, left St.Louis on the 24th of April,

1831. Each man was furnished with the necessary equipments for the expedition - such as traps,
guns, &c.; aso horses and goods of various descriptions, to trade with the Indians for furs and
Buffaloe robes. We continued our journey in a western direction, in the state of Missouri, on the
south side of the Missouri river, through acountry thinly inhabited by the whitesand friendly Indians,
until we arrived at Fort Osage the extreme point of the white settlement. Here we remained severa
daysand purchased and packed up a sufficiency of provision, aswe then thought, for our subsistance
through the wilderness to what is called the Buffal oe country; a distance of about 200 miles. From
thence we proceeded up the Missouri until we arrived at the mouth of the Kanzas river, where we
again tarried two or three days, for the purpose of trading some goodsto the Kanzas Indiansfor corn,
moccasins, &C.

This tribe of Indians live in small huts, built of poles, covered with straw & dirt, and in shape are
gmilar to a potatoe hole. They cultivate the soil quite extensively, and raise very good corn,
pumpkins, beans and other vegetables. The principal chief iscalled "White Ploom." - The nation is
supposed to contain 800 warriors.

From thence we proceeded on our journey up theriver. We found the country here beautiful indeed -
abounding with the most delightful prairies, with here & there asmall brook, winding its way to the
river, the margins of which are adorned with the lofty Pine and Cedar tree. These prairies were
completely covered with fine low grass, and decorated with beautiful flowers of various colors; and
some of them are so extensive and clear of timber and brush that the eye might search in vain for an
object to rest upon. | have seen beautiful and enchanting sceneries depicted by the artist, but never
any thing to equal the work of rude nature in those prairies. In the spring of the year when the grass
isgreen and the blossoms fresh, they present an appearance, which for beauty and charms, is beyond
the art of man to depict.

We continued on our journey westward, up the republican fork of Kanzas river - passing through
these prairies, till the 20th of June, when we happened on another tribe of Indians, called the Otoes,
from whom we obtained a quantity of sweet corn and some wild turnips; we aso understood from
this tribe that it was much farther to the Buffaloe country than we had before anticipated, and that
game in that direction, was very scarce. From thence we proceeded in a N. W. direction, up the



Republican Branch - finding but very little game; and on the 21st of June we killed our last beef,
which wasequally divided to each mess. Here we began to feel somewhat alarmed - starvation began
to stare us in the face, and some of the company became refractory and were for turning back.
Stimulated, however, by the hope of reaching game in afew days, we continued in the direction of
the Buffaloe country. Hunters were sent out daily in quest of game, but as often returned without
any. Westill continued to travel - subsisting chiefly on muscles and small fish which we caught in the
river - finally the Captain ordered two of the best horses to be killed, to keep the company from
starving, which was immediately done, and the carcasses equally distributed to each mess. We
proceeded on our journey slowly - sending out hunters as usual, but without success; game appeared
to become scarcer and scarcer, and in afew daysour provision (if | may call it such) again exhausted.
Finding it impossible, owing to the scarcity of game, to continue any further up the Republican, we
concluded to leave it and steer for the head waters of the Missouri. Accordingly we changed our
direction aswell as our manner of travelling. Instead of travelling in a close mass as heretofore, we
now scattered over a considerable range of country for the purpose of hunting, leaving ten or twelve
men only to bring on the pack-mules, and at night we would collect together with our game, which
generaly consisted of wolves, wild cats, muscles, and some times an Antelope. In this way we
continued our journey slowly, some of the company being half starved to death, for eight or ten days,
eating at night what little game we caught through the day; at last we collected one evening, | think
about the middle of July, in a barren prairie where we could not get wood enough to make afire,
much less any thing to cook on it - not a mouthfull of game was returned that evening. Thiswasa
trying time indeed - despondency & horror was depicted in the countenance of every man, and the
enquiry, "what shall we do," was passing from every lip. In this condition, without fire or food, we
spent the night. In the morning we held a consultation to decide whether to continuein that direction
or turn. Wefinally agreed to proceed straight ahead & by night we arrived on the banks of the river
Platte, adistance of about ten milesfrom where we had encamped the night before, where we pitched
our tents for the night. Most of our hunters had collected without game, and pronounced it very
scarce, and we were about to kill another of our horses when we saw one of our hunters approaching
us with unusual rapidity, without his gun or hat and his countenance indicating great excitement. |
never wish to feel more pleasure than | did as he rushed into the tent exclaiming, "I have killed two
big Buck EIK!" Early the next morning - refreshed with what meat we had obtained and animated and
encouraged with the hope of obtaining plenty more, we set out with unusua fine spirits. We
continued to travel up theriver Platte for several days- passing through extensive barren prairies, the
soil being too poor even to produce grass, and game exceedingly scarce. Some of us again became
alarmed, and one morning when the roll was called it was discovered that two of the company had
stolen two of the best horses and started back to the state of Missouri. This had a bad effect - it
impaired that full confidence which had heretofore existed between the members of the company, but
we continued up theriver and in afew days arrived at the Buffaloe country. After encamping, on a
pleasant evening, in the latter part of July, some of the company discovered two Buffaloe bulls
feeding in the prairie, about half a mile from camp. Four or five of usimmediately mounted our
horses and started to take them; but returned in a short time without success - one of the men having
got hisarm broken, by faling from hishorse. But the next day we happened on alarge drove of these
animals, and killed six or seven of them. The flesh of the Buffaloe is the wholesomest and most
palatable of meat kind. The male of these animals are much the largest - weighing from 1000 to 1500
pounds, and may be seenin droves of hundreds feeding in the plains. We remained here severa days
feasting upon Buffaloe meat. From thence proceeded up the river; finding an abundance of game,



such as Buffaloe, Elk, Deer and Antelope and killing more or less every day. On the first day of
August we arrived at the forks of the river Platte; and by means of boats made of buffaloe skins,
crossed the south Fork and continued our journey up the valley. Here the soil appeared to be very
poor, producing but little grass; and in some placesfor three or four mileswe would travel over sand
plains where there was scarcely a spear of grass to be seen. Immediately on the water courses the
soil isbetter and produces good grass. Aswetravelled up theriver, we occasionally came in contact
with cliffs of rocks and hard clay, from two to three hundred feet above the level of the plain. One
of these cliffsis very peculiar in its appearance, and is known among the whites as " Chimney cliff,"
and among the natives as "Elk Peak." It isonly about 150 yards in circumferance at its basis, and
about 25 at the summit; and projectsinto the air to the highth of 300 feet. Itstowering summit may
be seen at the distance of 15 or 20 miles - presenting the appearance of some huge fabric that had
been constructed by the art of man.

We continued to travel in awestern direction - found game plenty - met with no difficulty in getting
along; and on the 27th of August we arrived at thejunction of the Laramiesriver with theriver Platte
- about 12 or 1300 milesfrom the United States, and two or three hundred from the top of the Rocky
Mountains. Here we stopped for the purpose of reconnoitering. Several scouting parties were sent
out in search of Beaver signs, who returned in afew days and reported that they had found Beaver
signs, &c¢. Capt. Gant then gave ordersto make preparationsfor trapping. Accordingly the company
was divided into parties of from 15 to 20 men in each party, with their respective captains placed over
them - and directed by Captain Gant in what directionto go. Captain Washburn ascended the Timber
Fork; Capt. Stephens the Laramies; Capt. Gant the Sweet Water - al of which empty into the river
Platte near the same place. Each of these companies were directed to ascend these rivers until they
found Beaver sufficiently plenty for trapping, or till the snow and cold weather compelled them to
stop; a which event they were to return to the mouth of the Laramies river, to pass the winter
together. While at this place, engaged in secreting our merchandize, which we did by digging ahole
in the ground, sufficiently large to contain them, and covering them over so that the Indians might
not discover them - four men (three whites and one Indian) came to our tent. This astonished us not
alittle, for awhite man wasthelast of living beingsthat we expected to visit usin thisvast wilderness
- where nothing was heard from dark to day light but the fierce and terrifying growls of wild beasts,
and the more shrill cries of the merciless savages. The principal of these men was a Mr. Fitzpatrick,
who had been engaged in trapping along the Columbia river, on the west side of the Rocky
mountains, & wasthen on hisway to St. Louis. Hewas an old hand at the business and we expected
to obtain some useful information from him, but we were disappointed. The selfishness of man is
often disgraceful to human nature; and | never saw more striking evidence of this fact, than was
presented in the conduct of this man Fitzpatrick. Notwithstanding we had treated him with great
friendship and hospitality, merely because we were to engage in the same business with him, which
he knew we never could exhaust or evenimpair - he refused to give us any information whatever, and
appeared disposed to treat us as intruders. On the 3d of September, Captain Blackwell, with two
others, joined Fitzpatrick, and started back to the state of Missouri, for an additional supply of
merchandise, and were to return in the summer of 1832.

| was one of 21 that composed the company under the command of Capt. A. K. Stephens, aman well
calculated to pilot or manage in case of difficulty with the Indians. He received a portion of the
profitsarising from the merchandize, say $2 per pound for Coffee, and the samefor Tea, Sugar, Lead,



Powder, Tobacco, Allspice, Pepper, &c., and for every yard of coarse cloth $10, and for fine cloth
$20; this, however, is governed entirely by their value with the Indians. For twenty or thirty loads
of powder you can generally get from eight to twelve dollars worth of fur.

Onthe4th of September, having every thingin readiness, after shaking handsall round, we separated,
each party to meander the rivers that had been respectively allotted to them, with the intention, if
nothing happened them, of re-assembling in thelatter part of December, to spend the winter together.

Mr. Stephen's party commenced their tour up the Laramiesriver and continued several dayswithout
any important occurrence. Found the prairiesor plainsin thisdirection very extensive - unobstructed
with timber or brush - handsomely situated, with here and there a small creek passing through them,
and in some places literally covered with game, such as Buffaloe, White and Black tailed Deer,
Grizzly, Red, and White Bear, Elk, Prairie Dog, wild Goat, Big horned mountain Sheep, Antelope,
&c.

On the 20th of Sept. we stopped on the bank of asmall creek, to let our horses graze, at the junction
of which we seen signs of beaver. Two hunters were sent up this stream with their traps and guns
on search of beaver, who, if they should be successful in finding game, were not to return till the next
day - the main body of the company to move on dowly. After travelling several miles, & hearing
nothing of our hunters, we deemed it advisable to encamp for the night, which we did. About
midnight we were alarmed by the report of two rifles. Supposing it to be hostile Indians, we put
ourselvesin an attitude of defence, as soon as possible by throwing up afort of logs and brush, and
keeping up sentinelsuntil morning. On the next morning, about sun rise the two hunterscamein, and
informed us that it was the report of their guns that had alarmed us, as they had fired them off near
the spot where they had expected to find the camp, with the hope of receiving somesignal. They had
meandered the creek till they cameto beaver dams, where they set their traps and turned their horses
out to pasture; and were busily engaged in constructing a camp to pass the night in, when they
discovered, at a short distance off, atremendous large Grizzly Bear, rushing upon them at afurious
rate. They immediately sprang to their rifleswhich were standing against atree hard-by, one of which
was single and the other double triggered; unfortunately in the hurry, the one that was accustomed
to the single trigger, caught up the double triggered gun, and when the bear came upon him, not
having set the trigger, he could not get his gun off; and the animal approaching within afew feet of
him, he was obliged to commence beating it over the head with hisgun. Bruin, thinking this rather
rough usage, turned his attention to the man with the single triggered gun, who, in trying to set the
trigger (supposing he had the double triggered gun) had fired it off, and was aso obliged to fall to
beating the ferocious anima with his gun; findly, it left them without doing much injury, except
tearing the deeve off one of their coats and biting him through the hand. Four men wereimmediately
despatched for the traps, who returned in the evening with seven or eight beaver. The Grizzly Bear
isthe most ferocious animal that inhabits these prairies, and are very numerous. They no sooner see
you than they will make at you with open mouth. If you stand till, they will come within two or
three yards of you, and stand upon their hind feet, and look you in the face, if you have fortitude
enough to face them, they will turn and run off; but if you turn they will most assuredly tear you to
pieces; furnishing strong proof of the fact, that no wild beast, however daring and ferocious, unless
wounded, will attack the face of man.



On the morning of the 22d Sept. we again renewed our tour, travelling at the rate of 8 or 10 miles
aday; catching afew Beaver, as we passed along - nothing strange occurring until the 30th, when
we arrived at the foot of a great mountain, through which the river Laramies passes. We attempted
to follow the river through the mountain, but we soon found this to be impossible, as the bluffs of
huge rocks projecting several hundred feet high, closed in to the very current. We then turned down
the side of the mountain, on search of a place to cross it. On the 1st day of Oct. we came to a
Buffaloe trail crossing the mountain, and after ascending to near the summit, we encamped for the
night. About midnight it commenced snowing, and continued to fall so fast that we were obliged to
remain there until the morning of the 4th, when we again renewed our journey, and in the evening we
arrived in the valley on the North or West side of the mountain. Here, finding no snow & Beaver
signs plenty, we deemed it advisable to remain afew days for the purpose of trapping, and the first
night we caught 20 Beaver. We remained here until the 12th, when we proceeded eight or ten miles
further up the South fork of the river, and again encamped for the purpose of trapping. On the 18th,
finding Beaver getting rather scarce, we proceeded afew miles further up the valley, and encamped
again. Thisvalley is supposed to be 70 or 80 miles long, and from 10 to 15 miles wide; and is
enclosed on the one side by the main chain of the Rocky Mountains, and on the other by great Piney
Hills, running out from the main body of the mountain, with the river Laramies passing through the
centre of it, the banks of which are covered with timber, from 1/4 to /2 amilewide. Out side of this
timber, the plain is completely smooth; and on aclear morning, by taking aview with aspyglass, you
can see the different kinds of game that inhabit these plains, such as Buffaloe, Bear, Deer, Elk,
Antelope, Bighorn, Wolves, &c. These plains are poor, sandy and level - the grass thin and short.

Oct. 22d. The nights getting somewhat cold, and snow falling more or less every day, we began to
make preparations to return to our winter quarters, at the mouth of Laramies river; and on the 25th
commenced our tour down theriver. On the 28th we arrived at the mountain, that we crossed going
up, but found it impossible, owing to the enormous depth of the snow to pass over it. On the
morning of the 30th we started anumber of men up and down the valley, on search of aplaceto cross
the mountain, who returned the next day and reported that they had found no passing place over the
moun- tain; when under these circumstancesamajority of the company decidedin favor of encamping
in this valley for the winter, and when the ice melted out of the river, in the spring, commence
trapping until such times as the snow melted off the mountain; when we would return to the mouth
of the river, where we had secreted our goods.

On the 1st day of November we commenced travelling up the valley, on search of a suitable place to
pass the winter, and on the evening of the 4th, we arrived at a large grove of Cottonwood timber,
which we deemed suitable for encamping in. - Several weeks were spent in building houses, stables,
& c. necessary for ourselves, and horses during the winter season. - This being done, we commenced
killing Buffaloe, and hanging up the choice pieces to dry, so that if they should leave the valley we
would have asufficient quantity of meat to last usuntil spring. We also killed Deer, Bighorn Sheep,
Elk, Antelope, &c., and dressed the hides to make moccasins.

About the 1st of December finding our horses getting very poor, we thought it necessary to
commence feeding them on Cottonwood bark; for which purpose each man turned out and peeled
and collected a quantity of this bark, from the grove in which we were encamped for his horses; but
to our utter surprise and discomfiture, on presenting it to them they would not eat it, and upon



examining it by tasting, we found it to be the bitter, instead of the sweet Cottonwood. Immediately
upon finding we were deceived, men were despatched up and down the valley, on search of Sweet
Cottonwood, but returned without success. Several weekswere spent in fruitless exertion to obtain
feed for our horses; finaly we were compelled to giveit up, and agreed that our horsesmust al starve
to death. The great depth of the snow, and the extreme coldness of the weather soon prevented our
horses from getting any thing to subsist upon, & they commenced dying. 1t seldom happened during
all our difficulties, that my sympathies were more sensibly touched, than on viewing these starving
creatures. | would willingly have divided my provision with my horses, if they would have edt it.

On new-years day, notwithstanding our horses were nearly al dead, as being fully satisfied that the
few that were yet living must die soon, we concluded to have a feast in our best style; for which
purpose we made preparation by sending out four of our best hunters, to get a choice piece of meat
for the occasion. These men killed ten Buffaloe, from which they selected one of the fattest humps
they could find and brought in, and after roasting it handsomely before the fire, we all seated
ourselves upon the ground, encircling, what we there called a splendid repast to dine upon. Feasting
sumptuoudly, cracking afew jokes, taking afew roundswith our rifles, and wishing heartily for some
liquor, having none at that place we spent the day. The glorious 8th arrived, the recollection of the
achievements of which, are calculated to gladden the hearts of the American people; but it was not
so gloriousto us. Wefound our horses on that day, like Pakenham's forces, well nigh defunct. Here
we were in this valey, surrounded on either side by insurmountable barriers of snow, with all our
merchandize and nothing to pack it upon, but two mules - al the rest of our horses being dead. For
ourselves we had plenty to eat, and were growing fat and uneasy; - but how we were to extricate
ourselves from this perilous situation, was a question of deep and absorbing interest to each
individual. About the 10th we held a consultation, to decide what measures should be taken for our
relief. Mr. Stephens, our pilot, having been at Santafee, in New Mexico, some 8 or 10 years
previous, informed the company that horses in that place, were very cheap; and that he was of the
opinion he could take them to it, if they saw proper to follow him. It wasfinally agreed upon by the
company, that a part of them should start for Santafee; but not, however, without a good deal of
confusion; as many were of the opinion that the snow on the mountain in the direction of Santafee,
would be found to be as insurmountable, as in the direction of their merchandize, and aso that the
distance was too great to attempt to travel on foot, at that season of the year. It appearing from the
maps to be little short of 800 miles. On the morning of the 14th, finding every thing in readiness for
our Santafee trip, we set out, each man with his bedding, rifle and nine Beaver skins, packed upon
hisback; leaving four men only to take care of our merchandize, and thetwo mules. The beaver skins
we took for the purpose of trading to the inhabitants of Santafee for horses, mules, &c. We
appointed from the middle of April till the middle of may, as our time for return- ing; and if we did
not return within that time, our four men were to wait no longer, but return to the mouth of the
Laramiesriver, to meet the rest of the company. We continued in the direction of Santafee, without
any extraordinary occurrence, for several days - found game plenty and but little snow, until we
arrived at the foot of a great mountain, which appeared to be totally covered with snow. Here we
thought it advisable to kill and jirk some buffaloe meat, to eat while crossing this mountain, after
which we continued our course; finding much difficulty in travelling, owing to the stormy weather
& deep snow - so much so indeed, that had it not been for a path made by the buffaloe bullsit would
have been impossible to travel.



The channel of the river where it passes through these mountains is quite narrow in places and the
banks very steep. In such places the beaver build their dams from bank to bank; and when they
become old the beaver leave them, and they break and overflow the ground, which then produces a
kind of flag grass. In the fall of the year, the Buffaloe collect in such places to eat this grass, and
when the snow fallstoo deep they retreat to the plains; and it wasin these trailsthat we ascended the
mountain.

We till continued our course along this buffaloe path, which led us to the top of the mountain;
nothing occurring more than it continued to snow day and night. On the 25th we arrived on the top
of the mountain, and wishing to take a view of the country, if it should cease snowing. In the
morning it still continued to snow so rapidly that we were obliged to remain in camp al day, and
about the middle of the day, we eat thelast of our jirk, and that evening we were obliged to go to bed
supperless.

On the 29th it till continued to snow, and having nothing to eat, we thought it high time to be
making some move, for our preservation, or we must perish in thislonely wilderness. The question
then arose, shall we return to the valley from whence we came, or continue in the direction of
Santafee. Thisquestion caused considerable disturbance. Those who werein favor of going ahead,
argued that it was too far back to game - that it would be impossible to return before starving to
death; whilethose who werefor returning contended that it wasthe highth of imprudence, to proceed
in the direction of Santafee. Accordingly we made preparations, and started. We travelled across
the summit of the mountain, where we found a plain about a mile wide, which with great difficulty,
owing to the fierceness of the wind, we succeeded in crossing; but when we attempted to go into the
timber, on the opposite side from the mountain, we found it impossible, in consequence of the depth
of the snow, and were obliged to turn back and recrossthe plain. Aswe returned by the fire we had
made going over the plain thefirst time, we halted for the purpose of mutually deciding what to do;
when it was determined by the company, that we would, if possible, return to our four men & two
mules. We then started on search of the buffaloe path which we had followed to the top of the
mountain; but owing to the strong wind, that had blown for several days, and the increased depth of
the snow, it wasinvisible. We then attempted to travel in the snow without the path, but we found
this equally as impossible, asin the direction of Santafee.

Here we were, in a desolate wilderness, uninhabited (at that season of the year) by even the hardy
savage or wild beast - surrounded on either side by huge mountains of snow, without one mouthful
to eat, save afew beaver skins - our eyes amost destroyed by the piercing wind, and our bodies at
times almost buried by the flakes of snow which were driven before it. Oh! how heartily | wished
myself at home; but wishing, in such a case appeared useless - action alone could save us. We had
not even leather to make snow shoes, but as good fortune would have it, some of the men had the
front part of their pantaloons lined with deer skin, and others had great coats of different kinds of
skin, which we collected together to make snow shoes of. This appeared to present to us the only
means of escape from starvation and death. After gathering up every thing of leather kind that could
be found, we got to making snow shoes, and by morning each man was furnished with a pair. But
what were we to subsist upon while crossing the mountain, was a painful question that agitated every
bosom, and employed every tongue in company. Provision, we had none, of any description; having
eaten every thing we had that could be eat with the exception of afew beaver skins, and, after having



fasted several days, to attempt to travel the distance of the valley, without any thing to eat, appeared
almost worsethan useless. Thinking, however, that we might aswell perish one place asanother, and
that it was the best to make an exertion to save ourselves; and after each man had selected two of the
best beaver skinsto eat as he travelled aong, we hung the remainder upon atree, and started to try
our fortune with the snow shoes. Owing to the softness of the snow, and the poor construction of
our snow shoes, we soon found this to be adifficult and laborious mode of travelling. Thefirst day
after we started with our snow shoeswe travelled but three or four miles and encamped for the night,
which, for want of agood fire, we passed in the most distressing manner. Wood was plenty but we
were unable to get it, and it kept one or two of the men busy to keep what little fire we had from
going out asit melted the snow and sunk down. On the morning (30th Jan.) after roasting and eating
some of our beaver skins, we continued our journey through the snow. In thisway we continued to
travel until thefirst day of February, in the afternoon, when we came to where the crust on the snow
was sufficiently strong to carry us. Here we could travel somewhat faster, but at the best not much
faster than a man could crawl on his hands and feet, as some of the men from hunger and cold were
almost insensible of their situation, and so weak that they could scarcely stand on their feet, much less
walk at speed. Aswe approached the foot of the mountain the snow became softer and would not
carry us. This caused the most resolute despair, as it was obviously impossible, owing to extreme
weakness, for usto wade much further through the snow. Aswemoved down the mountain plunging
and falling through the snow, we approached alarge spruce or cedar tree, the drooping branches of
which had prevented the snow from falling to the ground about its trunk - here we halted to rest.
While collected under the sheltering boughs of this tree, viewing, with horrified feelings, the
way-worn, and despairing countenances of each other, aMr. Carter, aVirginian, who was probably
the nighest exhausted of any of the company, burst into tears and said, "here | must die.” Thismade
a great impression upon the remainder of the company, and they all, with the exception of a Mr.
Hockday and myself, despaired of going any further. Mr. Hockday, however, after some persuasion,
telling them that if they had strength to follow us we would break the road as far as possible, if not
out to the valley, succeeded in getting them started once more. - Mr. Hockday was a large muscular
man, as hardy as amule and as resolute as alion; yet kind and affectionate. He was then decidedly
the stoutest man in the company, and myself, probably, the next stoutest. Asfor our Captain, Mr.
Stephens, he was amongst the weakest of the company.

Weresumed our journey, and continued to crawl along through the deep snow slowly till the evening
of the fourth, when we arrived in the plain at the foot of the mountain. Here we found the snow so
shallow that we could dispense with the use of our snow shoes; and while in the act of taking them
off some of the men discovered, at the distance of 70 or 80 yards; two animals feeding in the brush,
which they supposed to be buffaloe, but from blindness, caused by weakness and pine smoke, could
not be positive. Mr. Hockday and | were selected to approach and kill one of the animals without
regard to what they might prove to be, while the remainder of the company were to go to a
neighboring grove of timber and kindle afire. Having used our guns as walking canes in the snow,
we found them much out of order, and were obliged to draw out the old loads and put in new ones,
before attempting to shoot. After taking every precaution we deemed necessary to insure Success,
we started and crawled along on our hands and knees, until we approached within ten or fifteen steps
of theanimals, when Mr. Hockday prepared to shoot; but upon finding that he could not see the sight
of thegun or hold it at armslength, forbore, and proposed to meto shoot. | accordingly fixed myself
and pulled trigger. My gun missed fire! | never was so wrecked with agitation as at that moment.



"There," said I, "our game is gone, and we are not able to follow it much further;" but as good
fortune had it, the Buffaloe, (for such we had discovered them to be), did not see nor smell us, and
after raising their heads out of the snow, and looking around for afew moments for the cause of the
noise, again commenced feeding. | then picked the flint of my gun, fired and broke the back of one
of the Buffaloe, my ball not taking effect within 18 inches of where | thought | aimed. - Themenin
the grove of timber, on hearing the report of my rifle came staggering forth to learn the result, and
when they received the heart-cheering intelligence of success they raised a shout of joy. It was
amusing to witness the conduct of some of the men on this occasion. Before we had caught the
buffaloe they appeared scarcely able to speak - but a moment after that, were able to hollow like
Indians at war. | will not describe the scene that followed here - the reader may imagine it - an
account of it would be repulsive and offensive rather than agreeable. This was the ninth day since
we had eaten any thing but dried beaver skins. We remained at this place four days feasting upon the
carcass of this Buffaloe, during which time we recruited considerably in strength and spirits, and on
the 8th we resumed our journey down the river in search of our four men and two mules, and soon
landed in the valley where game was plenty, and but little snow to obstruct our march. We continued
our journey, killing plenty of game and living well, without any strange occurrence until the 14th,
when we halted within a short distance of our old camp, and sent two or three of our worst looking
men ahead to see whether they would be recognized by the four men. They were not known
immediately on arriving at the camp, but no sooner engaged in conversation than they were
recognized by the four men, and heartily welcomed back.

Here we remained at our old station until the 14th of March, during which period, having plenty of
good buffaloe meat to eat, we regained our usua heath and appearance. Anxious to be doing
something, eight of us made preparations to start again to Santefee for horses. We were to travel
south, aong the foot of the mountain till we came to a certain river which heads in the mountain near
where we had hung the beaver skins on the pine tree; after finding this river we were to commence
trapping, and aso to endeavor to get the beaver fur off the mountain into the valley. The balance of
the company, 13 in number, wereto remain at the camp and secrete the merchandize, and then follow
usto thisriver, where we were to meet; and if we had succeeded in getting the beaver skins off the
mountain, wewereto join together and proceed inthe direction of Santefee. With thisunderstanding
we started, and pursued our course slowly along the base of the mountain - found game plenty - met
with no obstacle to impede our march, and on the 20th we arrived on the bank of theriver. After
remaining here afew daysthe ice melted out of the creeks and we commenced and continued to trap
for beaver until the 28th during which time we caught a fine quantity of fur, and built ourselves a
wigwam after the Indian fashion. The weather continuing warm and pleasant, and having a large
quantity of dried meat on hand we concluded to hide our traps, beaver skins, baggage, &c., in our
wigwam and pack a portion of the jirked meat on our backs and make an effort to get the beaver
skins off the pinetree where we had left them in January. We started, and after travelling up theriver
along the dlide of the mountain for two or three days, we came in contact with huge mountains of
snow and insurmountabl e icebergs, and were compelled to abandon our course & return back again
to the plain. When we had arrived within a short distance of our wigwam, on our return, we
discovered severd trails of moccasin tracks in the snow. Some of the company became somewhat
alarmed at these signs, supposing them to be the trails of hostile Indians - others appeared rejoiced,
and said it was the remainder of our company. - The dispute was soon decided, for on arriving at our
wigwam, we found it completely robbed of every thing we had left init - traps, blankets, beaver skins



and other utensils were al gone - nothing remained but the naked frame of the little hut. - We had
now nothing left to sleep on save one old blanket for each man which we had with us on the
mountain, and had lost nearly al our traps. Under these highly aggravating circumstances some of
the men became desperate, declared they would retake their property or die in the attempt. For my
part, | viewed the matter calmly and serioudly and determined to abide the dictates of prudence only.
Seeing from the trail of the Indians that they were not very numerous, and had a number of horses
with them, we determined, after some controversy, to rob them of their horses, or other property
commensurate to our loss. Accordingly we made preparations for our perilous adventure - we eat
supper, prepared our fire arms, and alittle after dark set out on search of the enemy - the night was
cdm and clear. We traversed the valley up and down for several hours without making any
discoveries, we then ascended an adjacent hill, from the summit of which we discovered at a
considerable distance a number of dim fires. A controversy here arose amongst the men as to the
expediency of attacking the Indians. It wasfinally decided, however, by amgjority of the company,
that we should attack them at al hazards. We started in the direction of thefires, and after travelling
some distance, and having lost sight of the fires, some of the men again became discouraged, and
strongly urged the propriety of abandoning the project; but on calling avote amajority again decided
infavor of attacking the Indians and in afew minutes after we arrived on the top of ahill, within 50
or 60 yards of the enemy's camp. Here we halted for the purpose of reconnoitering. At thistimethe
moon wasjust rising above the summit of the mountain, and casting itsglimmering rayso'er thevalley
beneath, but did not shine on the Indian camp. - Therewerefivefires, and the Indians appearing more
numerous than we had expected to find them, we thought it advisable to be as careful and judicious
about attacking them aspossible. At thefoot of thishill, near alargerock, weleft our hats, coats and
every thing that was unnecessary in action - we also designated this as a point of meeting, in case we
should get separated in the skirmish; and had an understanding that but two should fire at atime, and
that Capt. Stephens was to command. Mr. Hockday and | were selected to shoot first. We then
started & crawled silently along on our hands and knees until we got within eight or ten steps of one
of thefires, wherewelaid down in the brush, with our heads close together to consult as to the most
proper mode of surprising the savages, whose dusky forms were then extended in sleep around the
dying embers. Whilein this position, some eager for the conflict, others trembling with fear, alarge
dog rose from one of the fires and commenced growling and barking in the most terrifying manner.
The spell of silence was now broken, and an immediate and final skirmish with our enemy rendered
unavoidable. Thinking ourselves rather too much exposed to the fire of the Indians we retreated
fifteen or twenty steps down the bank. Some of the Indians then came to the top of the bank and
commenced shooting arrows at us, and yelling at the extent of their lungs. At this moment Mr.
Stephens was heard to say in afirm tone "now is the time my boys, we must fight or die;" upon this
Mr. Hockday and | fired; one of the Indians on the bank was seen to fall, and the remainder ran back
to the camp. On hearing the report of our riflesthe Indians, to the number of two or three hundred,
rose out of the bushes and literally covered the plain, while their terrific war whoop - mingled with
an occasional crack of arifle, rendered the aspect of things more threatening than the most timid had
before anticipated. We ran to our appointed place to meet, but before we had time to gather our
baggage, we found ourselves completely surrounded and hemmed in on every side by the savages.
Finding that we could not escape by flight, but must fight, we ran to the top of the hill, and having
sheltered ourselves as well as we could amongst the rocks, commenced yelling and firing in turn,
(yeling isavery essentia point in Indian warfare.) This scene was kept up for near an hour without
any damage to our company, and as we supposed, but littleinjury to the Indians. The savages seeing



we were determined to defend ourselves to the last gave way on the opposite side of the hill from
their camp, and we made our escape out of their circle, and were glad to get away with our lives,
without any of our property or that of the Indians. The scenes of this night will ever be indelibly
impressed upon my memory.

After travelling five or six miles we came to a deep ravine or hollow - we carefully descended the
precipice to the flat below, where we encamped for the night; but from fright, fatigue, cold and
hunger, | could not sleep, and lay contemplating on the striking contrast between a night in the
villages of Pennsylvaniaand one on the Rocky Mountains. Inthelatter, the plough-boy'swhistle, the
gambols of the children on the green, the lowing of the herds, and the deep tones of the evening bell,
are unheard; not a sound strikes upon the ear, except perchance the distant howling of some wild
beast, or war-whoop of the uncultivated savage - al was silent on this occasion save the muttering
of asmall brook asit wound its way through the deep cavities of the gulph down the mountain, and
the gentle whispering of the breeze, asit crept through the dark pine or cedar forest, and sighed in
melancholy accents; nor isit the retiring of the "god of day" to his couch in the western horizon that
brings on this desol ate scene - hisrising in the east does not change the gloomy aspect - night and day
are nearly the same in this respect.

About midnight we were alarmed by a shrill whistle on the rocks above, & supposing it to be the
Indians on pursuit of uswe seized our gunsand ran afew rodsfrom our fires. After waiting for some
time, without hearing any more noise, one of the men ascended the precipice, and discovered that the
object of our fearswas alarge drove of Elk. Inthe morning we continued to travel down thisravine,
- and | was struck with the rough and picturesque appearance of the adjacent hills. On our right and
left, arose like two perpendicular ramparts, to the heighth of near two hundred feet, two chains of
mountains. Not a blade of grass, bush or plant was to be seen on these hard slopes, - huge rocks
detached from the main body, supported by the recumbent weight of other unseen rocks appeared
in the act of falling, and presented a frightful appearance - nothing met the eye but an inexhaustible
avalanch of rocks - sombre, gray or black rocks. If Dante had designed to picture in one of his
circles, the Hell of Stones, he might have taken this scene for hismodel. - Thisis one scenery in the
vicinity of the Rocky Mountains, and perhaps an hour's travel would present another of a very
different character - one that the artist who designed to depict a beautiful and enchanting landscape
would select for amodel. After travelling some fifteen or twenty miles, we came to the trail where
the main body of the Indians with whom we had the skirmish the evening before, had passed along.
It was near haf a mile wide, and the snow was literally trodden into the earth. | have since
understood from whites who had been in the habit of trading with this nation, prior to their
declaration of hostilities against the whites, that they numbered from seven to eight hundred warriors.
Alarmed at this formidable appearance of the hostile Indians, we mutually declined the idea of going
to Santa Fee, and turned and travelled in the direction of the main body of our company. We
continued to travel day after day, with al possible speed - occasiondly killing a buffaloe, a goat, or
abighorn, as we passed over the plains and prairies which were literally covered with these animals;
and on the morning of the Sth of April, we arrived safe at our old camp, & were gratified to find our
thirteen men and two mules in the enjoyment of good health, with plenty to eat and drink. After
exchanging civilities all around, by a hearty shake of the hand, and taking some refreshment, which
was immediately prepared for us, | related to the company the dismal tidings of the near approach of
the hostile Indians, and the circumstances of being robbed by them, and being defeated in the attempt



to retake our property. - All were now satisfied of the imprudence of attempting to go to Santa Fee
by thisroute, as well as of the necessity of devising some other method of saving our merchandise.
We finally concluded to conceal our merchandise, baggage, fur, and every thing that we could not
pack on our backs or on the two mules, and return to our appointed winter quarters, at the mouth
of the Laramies River, with the expectation of meeting Capt. Gant, and obtaining some assistance
from him. On the morning of the 20th of April, having made every necessary preparation, we set out
on our journey for the mouth of the Laramiesriver. After two days travel, we came to the foot of
the mountain which we had endeavored in vain to cross in November. The snow was till deep on
the top of it; but by aid of the buffaloe trails, we were enabled to scale it without much difficulty,
except that our mules suffered with hunger, having had nothing to eat but pine brush. At the foot of
the mountain we found abundance of sweet cottonwood, and our mules being very fond of it, we
detained two or three days to let them recruit from their suffering in crosing the mountains. This
mountain and the one we left our fur on, are covered with the most splendid timber of different kinds
such asfir, cedar, white pine, & c. Onthe margin of theriversand creeksin the plains, the only timber
is cottonwood, undergrowth, willow and rose bushes; out in the middle of the plainsthereis none of
any description. Inthe month of June, a person by taking aview of the country east of this mountain
with a spy glass, could see nothing but alevel plain extending from the foot of the mountain as far
asthe eye can penetrate, covered with green grass, and beautiful flowers of various descriptions; and
by turning to the northwest, the eye meets nothing but arough and dismal looking mountain, covered
with snow, and presenting all the appearance of dreary winter. These plains extend to the state of
Missouri, with scarce ahill or agrove of timber to interrupt the sight, and literally covered with game
of amost every kind.

On the 25th we again resumed our journey down theriver, and continued ahead without any difficulty
- passing over nearly the same ground that we had travelled over going up the fall before; killing
plenty of game - buffaloe, deer, bear, bighorn, antelope, & c., and on the 20th May we landed at the
mouth of the Laramies; but to our utter astonishment and discomfiture we discovered that not one
of the parties had returned according to agreement.

After remaining here until the 29th, our commander, Mr. Stephens, and another man took the two
mules, which by thistime had greatly recovered from their famished state, and started in search of the
other parties. Invain they travelled up and down the La Platte and its tributaries, but no traces of the
lost companions could be discovered, and on the 6th of June they returned, much fatigued and
disheartened. During their travels they had discovered, on some of the creeks, 60 or 70 miles from
our encampment, many signs of beaver - encountered severa Grizzly bears, and severa times
narrowly escaped the Indians; Mr. Stephens having had several balls shot through hisclothes. Inthis
situation we remained for five or six days, when Mr. Stephens proposed that each man should go on
foot, with atrap or two on his back, his blankets, together with what we could pack upon the two
mules, and commence trapping on these creeks. This proposition was objected to by some of the
company who were in favour of securing some of Capt. Gant's merchandise, find the Indians and
purchase horses of them. So many different propositions were here made, that nothing definite could
be agreed upon. - Mr. Smith, Mr. Fully and myself agreed to repair to the trapping ground and
commence operations, with the understanding that Capt. S should receive a certain share of the
profits, as a recompense for the discovery he had made. Accordingly having every thing arranged,
on the 11th we started, leaving the remainder of the company to pursue their own course.



Mr. Stephens having a part of the men indebted to him for clothing, &c., and knowing that if they
remained at camp he would not be able to collect it, told them that if they would go and bring the
beaver fur off the mountain, wherewe had left it in January last, he would ensure them an equal share
of the proceeds of our trapping expedition - and they, with this understanding set out. This contract
was made without any consultation having been had with us; and the men, not aware of any thing but
fairness on the part of Stephensin making this bargain, marched for the fur, and succeeded in getting
it off the mountain into the plain, without much difficulty, packed it on their mules, together with
what we had left in our winter cabins, and brought the whole to the mouth of the Laramiesriver. In
the meantime, Smith, Fully, and myself were busily engaged in trapping on the tributary streams of
theriver Platte. We encountered much difficulty and danger in this excursion, from wild beasts and
hostile Indians. - One circumstance with abear | must relate: - On a pleasant summer evening, when
nothing seemed disposed to disturb the tranquility of our forest home, we built afire under the cliff
of alarge rock, on the bank of asmall creek, to roast some buffaloe meat. After having cooked and
eat our evening repast, | was standing closeto the rock, apart from the other men ten or twelve feet, -
al a once one of them jumped up and ran off, exclaiming "the bear," "the bear!" | instantly cast my
eyesto thetop of the precipice, where they encountered this hideous monster seated on the rock with
his mouth wide open, and his eyes sparkling likefire. My whole frame shook with agitation. | knew
that to attempt to run would be certain death. My gun was standing against a tree within my reach,
and after calling for the aid of my companions, | raised my rifle to my face and taking deliberate aim
at the most fatal spot, fired - which brought sir Bruin to the ground. - In the meantime Smith and
Fully came to my assistance, and also discharged the contents of their riflesinto his head.

In afew days afterwards we were joined by the rest of the company, who, having secreted the fur,
&c., a the mouth of the Laramies river, had come on search of us. We now, for the first time, got
a knowledge of the conduct of Stephens relative to our fur. The men informed us of the contract
between them and Stephens. We answered that we could agree to no such contract - that the fur
belonged to us, and that we intended to keep it. They then devised other meansto securetheir share
of 150 beaver skins, (the whole number we had caught.) Stephens then told the men that he would
not be accountable for any of the fur, and the only way to obtain any of it, was to take it by force.
Seeing the folly of further resistance - 18 against 3 - we were obliged to surrender our earnings,
which they took and divided equally among themselves.

The next day we left this company at whose hands we had received such ill-treatment, and returned
to the mouth of the Laramies, with the expectation of meeting Capt. Gant - but we were sadly
mistaken - on our arrival there no traces of Capt. G's company could be discovered. Next day Mr.
Stephens & his party also returned. After remaining here 3 days together, hunting, fishing, and
indulging in other amusements, Mr. Fitzpatrick and a company of 115 men, came to our camp. He
was on hisway to join his company on the west side of the mountains, on the Columbiariver, and to
supply them with merchandize, ammunition, horses, &c. This company informed usthat the firm of
Gant & Blackwell had become insolvent. At this news we al became discouraged; and finally Mr.
Stephens and the whole company agreed to join in with Fitzpatrick and go with him to his
rendezvous, where we were to make arrangements as to hiring, purchasing equipments, &c. Mr.
Stephenstook 120 beaver skins, which bel onged to Captain Gant, and sold them to Fitzpatrick, which
he secreted in the ground, with the intention of raising them when on his return to Missouri - in



consideration of which, he was to furnish him with horses and such other equipments as he might
want.

July 1st. Having madethisarrangement with Mr. F., our camp was all confusion at an early hour this
morning, preparing to depart for the Columbiariver. Mr. F., took one of the fleetest and most hardy
horsesin histrain, and set out in advance of the main body, in order to discover the disposition of the
various Indian tribes through whose dominions we were to travel, and to meet us at a designated
point on the head of the Columbiariver. After packing up al our moveable property, we started in
the course which he had taken, with a force of near 150 strong, many of whom were afraid of
nothing, & anxiousto meet any danger. Wethisday, travelled about twenty miles and encamped for
thenight. Theweather was serene and warm, and the men al in high spirits, aswe had plenty of fresh
meat.

July 2d. Early in the morning we resumed our journey - stopped in the heat of the day to rest our
horses - country quite beautiful - soil rather poor, abounding with sand plains. Travelled about 15
or 20 miles and encamped for the night.

July 3d. This day we made but little progress in travelling in consequence of a heavy fall of rain -
camein contact with alarge drove of buffaloe, out of which our hunters succeeded in killing ten - one
of the men received a bite from a snake, but as it was not of a very poisenous species, the wound
soon healed, and the victim was more scared than hurt - but little variation in the scenery of the
country.

Jduly 5,6 & 7. The weather was fair - travelled at the rate of 25 miles per day - nothing of interest
occurred. The country through which we passed is rather rough, abounding with game of every
description, and isremarkabl e for the plentitude of wild goats. | have seen the plainsliterally covered
with them. Occasionally the men would fall to and kill them by hundreds. We dso fell inwith aparty
of Indians, but on their seeing our forces, fled, without attempting to injure us. We were unable to
ascertain the name of the tribe to which they belonged.

July 8th. Early in the morning we resumed our journey, but had not proceeded far until we found
ourselvesin the midst of abed of quicksand. So deep wasthe sand in some places that several of our
horses were completely swamped in it, & it was with great difficulty that we succeeded in getting
round this swamp, asit were, to continue our journey. Having surmounted this difficulty, one of our
men, a Mr. White, who wandered from the company, came well nigh falling avictim to the fury of
agrizzly bear - having in the encounter, had one of his arms literaly torn from his body, and had it
not been for the timely assistance rendered by some of his companions, who afterwards killed the
bear, his death would have been the inevitable consequence. This night we selected a high piece of
ground for our encampment, where the wind continued to assail us most violently during the whole
night. Thenext day wetravelled about twenty miles, without meeting with any thing of consequence.

July 10th. Finding that we were making but little headway in our travelling, we resolved to increase
our speed, & accordingly the whole company was on the move at an early hour this morning. We
found our route beginning to grow still more obstructed by rocky cliffs, which are dispersed over this
section of the mountain region for many miles, and present an appearance to the beholder similar to



ameadow covered with hay-cocks. Asthe country continued to grow rough, game became scarce,
and we began to kill such meat as we could, and not such as we chose; indeed we thought ourselves
very fortunate when one of our hunters would succeed in killing a goat or an antelope - species of
meat which we would not look at, when in the vicinity of deer and buffaloe. This part of the
mountain is covered with beautiful timber of the best quality, such asfir, pine, cedar, &c. We only
travelled about ten milesthisday. On the following morning we resumed our journey, and continued
to travel day after day, when, after a long and toilsome voyage, we arrived at the point on the
Columbiariver, designated to meet Mr. Fitzpatrick. Judge of our surprise, when on arriving here
no traces of him could be discovered. In vain we searched for some clue to this, to us, melancholy
circumstance. What can detain him? was the question asked by each of us. Disappointment is
heart-si ckening under any circumstance, but to be disappointed under such circumstances, andinsuch
aplace, was perplexing in the extreme. - One scouting party after another were despatched to gather
some tidings of the lost Fitzpatrick, but all to no purpose. Had he been destroyed by the savages?
Theformer brilliant success of the man'sintercourse with the Indianswould not warrant such abelief,
ashehad many times previoudy passed over these mountainswith no other companion than histrusty
steed. The most natural conclusion at which to arrive, was, that the dull and cloudy weather had
caused him to lose his course, and that he had become bewildered, and was yet wandering through
the wilderness. After afruitless search of severa days, we concluded to descend the river and search
for the company which Mr. Fitzpatrick had | eft there the summer before, - where we had afaint hope
that we might find Mr. F., in safety. Thefirst day we travelled about 20 miles and encamped for the
night on the bank of theriver. Although we knew that we werein the vicinity of the savage Blackfeet
Indians, yet but few traces of them had been discovered through the day, and we therefore retired to
rest in our encampment without taking the necessary precautions for defence, in case of an attack.
But it was not long before we were enabled to appreciate the consequence of our negligence, or
fancied security. About midnight we were awoke from our lumbers by a furious attack by alarge
party of Blackfeet. They fired into our tents before we were aware of their approach. Immediately
each man was on his feet, and on the look out. After a small skirmish of random shooting, which
lasted an hour or so, the Indians, finding the strength of our forces, thought it best to retire from the
field, with the loss of three killed, and as we supposed, 8 or 10 wounded. Theloss on our side was
one man wounded intheleg, 5 horseskilled, 3wounded, and 14 stolen. The Blackfeet areapowerful
nation, and are better supplied with implements of war, than amost any other tribe of this region.
They have aways retained a most inveterate hostility to the Flatheads, against whom they wage a
continual warfare, having at one time greatly reduced their strength, and on severa occasions came
well nigh exterminating the entire tribe. Of late years the Flatheads have been better prepared for
war, and have bravely held their own. This undying hostility appears to be owing to the Blackfeet
refusing to let the Flatheads hunt buffaloe on the east side of the mountain.

The following morning we took up our march and continued down the river. Aswe travelled along
we saw many fresh signs of Indians, and apprehended much danger from them, which caused us to
labour under the most intense fear, lest we should fall into an ambush of this crafty tribe. Wekilled
severa fat deer, goats, and an antelope, and encamped on a high hill, from which we had a beautiful
view of the surrounding country; where we could seethe different kinds of game traversing the plains
at leisure, contented, and undisturbed, save when aroused from their lair by the sudden onset of the
Indian hunter. This night we very prudently stationed a strong guard round our encampment, and
were permitted to pass the night in peace, which was quite warm and pleasant. In the morning we



resumed our journey, and about the middle of the day found ourselvesin the vicinity of another tribe
of Indians. We sent a flag to their camp, which was received in the most friendly manner. This
proved to be the Flathead tribe. These Indians are more pacific and pleasing in their manners than
any tribe we had yet encountered, and reside mostly on the river of that name. | will here quote the
description of thistribe as given by Mr. Cox, a gentleman well acquainted with the Indian character,
which fully embraces my own views: - "The Flatheads have fewer failings than any tribe | ever met
with. They are honest in their dealings - bravein thefield - quiet and amiable to their chiefs - fond
of cleanliness, and are decided enemiesto false hood of every description. - Thewomen are excellent
wives and mothers, and their character for fidelity is so well established that we never heard of one
single instance of one proving unfaithful to her husband. They are remarkably well made - rather tall
- dlender, and never corpulent.” The Flatheads are well accustomed to the manners and customs of
the white race, and in many respects appear ambitious to follow their example. - Some years ago,
they were in the habit of using a process to flatten the heads of their children, which they deemed a
very essential addition to their appearance; but since they have had intercourse with the whites they
have abandoned this abominable practice. The process of flattening the head isthis. - Soon after the
birth of the infant, it is placed in akind of trough and a piece of bark fastened by means of strings
through the trough, and pressed hard upon the forepart of the head, which causesit to grow flat. In
thispainful position they are kept ayear, and in someinstancesover ayear. They are very hospitable
to strangers, and are tried friends of the white people. On coming to their village a white person
always receives the best to eat, drink and smoke, and are always ready to pilot the traveller through
their country. In the summer season this tribe live in the buffaloe country on the head of the
Columbia river, where they never fail to come in contact with their cold hearted enemies, the
Blackfeet, who are the most ferocious and unsparing enemy of the white men, because the Flatheads
have been supplied by the whites with munitions of war. Inthefall the Flatheads again return to the
plains, and in thewinter subsist on Salmon, roots and small game. They arealwayswell supplied with
horses, and when provision becomes scarce in one section, they pack al they have upon the backs
of their horses, and remove to another. Thelr houses are made of slim pine poles from 20 to 30 feet
long, 12 or 15 feet apart at the bottom, and joined together at the top, forming a structure in the
shape of the roof of acommon dwelling house. These are covered with dressed buffal oe skins sewed
together. A fireishbuilt in the middle of the cabin, and its shape forms a kind of flue or draft for the
smoke - rendering this simple structure quite a comfortable habitation at the most inclement season
of the year. No storm can affect them, nor no cold can reach their inmates. When moving camp
these poles are taken down & one end fastened to the sides of the mule or horse and the other end
dragging on the ground forming a sort of dray. The infants are put into a sack or bag, made of
leather, which closes on one side by strings; this is fastened to a board near three feet long & one
wide, where they are kept constantly, with the exception of an occasional dressing, &c., until ayear
old. To the back of this board they have a cord attached, by which they hang the sack to the saddle,
whilst travelling. After remaining here two days to observe their manners, customs, and mode of
living, and getting all the information we desired, we resumed our journey, taking one of the Indians
to pilot us to the station of Mr. Fitzpatrick's company. - After severa days tedious and toilsome
travelling, and no extraordinary occurrence, we joined the company on the 2nd of August. It was
with feglings of peculiar delight that we here beheld the visages of white men, who were no less
pleased to give us awelcome reception. But a melancholy gloom was visible in every countenance,
when we discovered that Fitzpatrick had not arrived. Great excitement prevailed, and vigorous
measures were immediately taken to rescue him, if he had not before this, as many supposed, fallen



avictimto the enraged fury of the merciless savage, or the ravenous appetite of some ferocious beast
of prey. Small companies were despatched in various directions on the tributary streams of the
Columbia. Diligent search was kept up for some time without success, and our search was about to
be abandoned as fruitless; and indeed some of the parties had given up in despair, and returned to
camp, when, a party, who had wandered into the vicinity of the Blackfeet Indians, were
reconnoitering their movements in a valey from a high bluff, saw, and immediately recognized,
Fitzpatrick'shorse, with which the Indianswererunning races. - Wasthiscalculated to inspire hope?
or wasit not rather an omen that our employer was destroyed by these Indians. Vigilant search was
made to make further discoveries; and, to the great joy of every man, he was at length found on the
banks of the Pieres river, which forms a junction with the Columbia, near the rendezvous of
Fitzpatrick's company. When found he was completely exhausted, and so much wasted in flesh, and
deformed in dress, that, under other circumstances, he would not have been recognized. The poor
man was reduced to a skeleton, and was almost senseless. When his deliverers spoke of taking him
to camp, he scarcely seemed to comprehend their meaning. After eating some dried buffal oe mest,
and alittle maize, he grew better, and placing him on a horse, he was safely conveyed to camp. A
general rejoicing ensued, for his gppearance among us again, waslike that of one risen from the dead.
Although | was not much attached to the man, for | could not banish from my mind the craftiness
evinced by him when we first met with him on the east side of the mountains, yet | can scarcely
describe my fedlings of joy on beholding him safely returned. After resting a few days, and being
nourished by the provender our camp would afford, he became able to relate the misfortunes which
befel him in crossing the mountain, which | will give in his own words, as follows:

ADVENTURES OF FITZPATRICK

"For three or four days after | left the company | travelled without any difficulty, and at great speed,
but the fourth and fifth, the weather being dull and cloudy, | got strayed from my course, and soon
found myself in the midst of a rough hilly country, abounding with large loose rocks which some
places almost prevented me from passing at al, and covered with various kinds of timber of the most
magnificent description. In passing the nightsin these solitudes my rest was constantly disturbed by
the dismal howl of the wolf and the fierce growl of the bear - which animals were very numerous and
would frequently approach within afew steps and threaten to devour me. One day after atoilsome
ride, | dismounted, turned my horse loose to graze and seated myself on a rock, with the little
remaining provision | had, to refresh myself. While thus seated resting my wearied limbs, and
satisfying the gnawings of hunger, | was suddenly startled by a scrambling on the rocks immediately
inmy rear. | turned round and beheld a huge bear approaching me in double quick time. | instantly
sprang to my feet, for | was well acquainted with his mode of warfare. | turned and faced his
lordship, when he approached within about six feet of me, rose on his hind feet and most impudently
stared meright in the face, for more than aminute. After discovering that | was no ways bashful, he
bowed, turned and run - | did the same, and made for my horse. Bruin was not so easy fooled; he
seen my retreat & gave chase. | thought | could reach my horse and mount before the bear could
reach me, but the approach of the bear frightened my beast, and just as | was going to mount he
sprang loose and threw me on the broad of my back. The bear was at my heels, and | thought that
al chance of escape was now gone. Instantly | was again on my feet, - and, asit were, in afit of
desperation, rushed towards the bear, which, fearing, as they do, the face of man, again turned and
run. - Sir Bruin stopped to secure the little morsel 1 had been eating, and retired a few paces to



devour it. While the bear was thus employed, | crept to my gun, keeping the rock between him and
me, having reached it, took deliberate aim and killed him dead on the spot. Having secured my horse,
| fell towork at the carcase of my vanquished foe, and, after cooking and eating a choice piece of his
flesh, left the rest to feed hiskindred. It being now near night, | travelled two or three miles further,
and encamped for the night. The next morning appeared more favourable over head, and | made an
early start. Being on the banks of asmall creek, | concluded to follow it awhile. After winding my
way through the rocks and trees, till near the middle of the day, | came to a valley which seemed to
be hemmed in on every side by huge towering hills. | had not travelled far in this valley before |
found myself ushered into the presence of a hostile tribe of Indians. | halted to devise some means
to effect areturn without being discovered; but | soon found that it wastoo late. Immediately in my
rear was a choice set of young warriors - in front, and on both sides by high and craggy mountains.
My noble steed, than him, | would defy the whole Indian world to produce a stouter, swifter, or
better, was now brought to the test. He started with the velocity of the rein deer, - bounding over
ditches, stones, logs, and brush. - Soon | began to ascend the mountain, but found it much too steep
and rough. The Indians dismounted and followed on foot. | applied the whip, but invain. My horse
was compelled to yield to exhausted nature - and | dismounted, and left my much prized animal to
fdl a prey to the savages. | ran up the mountain with all possible speed, but finding that | must
eventually be overtaken, | secreted myself in ahole among the rocks, and closed the mouth of it with
leaves and sticks. After remaining afew minutesin this subterraneous cavern, | heard the ferocious
yells of triumph of my pursuers, as they captured my lamented horse. The victory was not yet
complete, although the horse was the principa prize. Some of them followed on and came close to
my hiding place, passed and repassed within reach without discovering me. What a moment of
intense anxiety wasthis! All chance of escape cut off. No prospect of mercy if taken! Hope began
to die - and death inevitable seemed to be the very next incident that would occur. They continued
their search until near sunset, for they knew that | had not reached the summit of the mountain. As
they retired down the mountain, squads of four or five would frequently halt and hold a busy
consultation - then suddenly return to complete their search, asif they feared that some hollow tree
or rocky cavern might escape unexplored. Finally, they gave me up in despair, and retired into the
valley, with my horse.

"Now that | had escaped this scrutinizing search, | began to breathe more free and easy; but | was
yet far from being out of danger. | was conscious that | had lost the course to the Columbiariver,
and could not tell how to regain it, even if | should succeed in escaping from my present perilous
situation. | remained secreted in the rockstill long after dark, when | crawled out, and surveyed the
country as well as the darkness of the night would permit, and finally started in the direction which
| thought | would have the least chance of meeting the Indians. | had not travelled far, however, until
| was again doomed to be disappointed, for | was on the very borders of their encampment. Happily
the camp was al quiet, and | returned quietly to my hiding place on the mountain, hoping that on the
morrow | would be able to make some new discovery by which to extricate myself from these savages
- which | judged to be the merciless Blackfeet. Early in the morning of the next day the hunt was
resumed with increased vigilance; but again returned with disappointment. After the sound of their
voices no longer reached me, | crawled to the mouth of the hole from which | presently beheld them
running races with the horse they had taken from me. In this sport they spent the day. Thisvillage
did not appear to be their permanent residence, but was handsomely situated on the banks of asmall
creek, and | suppose they had came here on a sporting expedition. The second night | made another



effort to save myself, and gradually descended the mountain, to the creek some distance below the
camp. - This| followed, until daylight again compelled me to hide myself; which | did by crawling
into the brush close to the creek, where | secreted myself till darkness again give me an opportunity
to resume my journey. During the day | seen a number of the Indians pass and repass up and down
thevalley, whom | supposed to be hunters. Thisday | again had aview of my horse under the saddle
of the chief of the tribe, as | supposed; but did not attempt to rescue him. The following night |
travelled ashort distance down the creek when | cameto whereit emptiesinto the Pieresriver. Here
| came to my reckoning of the country and thought that if | could escape from hunger and beasts of
prey, | could manage to elude the Indians. Supposing that the Indians were not so numerous on the
opposite side of theriver, | resolved to cross over - for which purpose | built araft of old logs, laid
my shot-pouch, gun, blanket, &c. on it, and pushed for the opposite shore. After getting nearly
across, the current became very rapid, and | began to descend theriver at arapid rate until | struck
arock which tore my frail craft to pieces - committing myself, gun, blanket and all to the watery
element. Being weak from hunger and exertion, it was with great difficulty that | succeeded in
reaching theland, with theloss of my only companion, and my only hopein thiswilderness of dangers
- my gun. | stood on the bank in the midst of despair. | had no other weapon than a butcher knife
to fight my way through a country swarming with savages and equally dangerous wild beasts. On
my knife depended all hope of preventing starvation. Theloss of my blanket was also severe, asthe
weather was sometimes quite cold, and | had no other clothing than a shirt and vest - having thrown
the rest away when pursued by the Indians on the mountain. | followed the banks of thisriver for two
days, subsisting upon buds, roots, weeds, & c. On the second evening whilst digging for asweet kind
of root, in aswamp, | was aarmed by the growl of wolves, which were descending the hill to the
river, about fifty yards distant. The only chance of escape now, was to climb atree, which | did
immediately. Herel was compelled to roost until daylight, in the most painful agitation. Thewolves
tearing up the ground and gnawing at the tree so that | sometimes feared they would cut it through.
The third day | travelled with great speed, not even stopping for any thing to eat. On the fourth |
happened where the wolves had killed abuffaloe. - Here | satisfied my appetite by collecting all the
meat that was | eft on the bones, made afire by rubbing two sticks together, and cooked it. From the
gluttenous fill which | took of this meat, | was enabled to travel three or four days, without any
particular occurrence; but | found that thefurther | descended theriver, the scarcer becametheroots,
buds, &c., on which | must depend for subsistence, and | was finally obliged to turn my attention to
get something to eat, without traveling any further. For several days| loitered about from place to
place, but could find no nourishment. My body began to grow weaker and weaker, until | was no
longer able to walk. Still my mind held its sway, and | was well aware how desperate was my
situation. Finally losing all prospect of getting any thing more to eat, & no hope of being found by
my companions or friendly Indians, | thought of preparing myself for death, and committed my soul
to the Almighty. | have no recollection of any thing that occurred after this, until | found myself in
the hands of my deliverers.”

The story of Fitzpatrick created much excitement in our camp. Some were determined on
immediately chastising the Indians, and retaking his horse. Others, who were not friendly disposed
towards Mr. F., would not credit his story. For my part | thought the man had related nothing more
than the truth as to his sufferings, for nothing less could have reduced him to the condition in which
he was found. In afew days all was restored to order and tranquility, and we commenced making
arrangementsfor trapping, &c. The Columbiaisastrong, clear and beautiful river at thispoint, (the



junction of the Lewisriver,) and isabout 1000 yardswide. The Wallah Wallah emptiesinto it about
14 mileslower down - which israther muddy, and avery rapid stream. There was at thisrendezvous
at thistime, about 400 white people, who lived in constant intercourse with the Flatheads and "Nez
Perces," or Pierced Nose tribe, which latter consists of 1000 warriors, besides women and children,
and livein the closest friendship with their neighbors, the Flatheads. They are said to act honorable
in al their dealings, nor do they now practice treachery and stealing so extensively as most of the
tribes below this; athough, when first discovered by the whites, a brave was esteemed according to
hissuccessin stealing. They have now reformed and awhite man can at al timesfind atrusty friend
in a Nez Perces. Among the discoveries of importance which we made here was nine of Captain
Gant's men, who had left us at the mouth of the Laramies. 1n crossing the mountain they had severa
encounters with the Indians, and finally lost their horses and 3 of their men. After travelling about
for anumber of days, under the direction of a Mr. Saunders, their |eader, they came across a party
belonging to this rendezvous, whom they followed, and had arrived at camp a few days before us.
No important arrangement was made among the men with regard to trapping, &c., until the people
gathered in from the different parts of the mountain. In the meantime 15 of usjoined together, each
man furnishing an equal quantity of merchandize, horses, &c., and to receive an equal share of the
proceeds.

August 25th. Every thing necessary for our expedition being ready this morning, we started in a
southern direction, but did not go far until we encamped for the night - thinking that if we had
neglected any thing which we would stand in need of, we would thus discover it. The next morning
finding all thingsin order, we continued travelling down what is called Pieres hole, or valey. This
valey is situated on the river of the same n